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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FORESTS

& CLIMATE CHANGE

Integrated Regional Office
Ground Floor, East Wing
New Secretariat Building

Civil Lines, Nagpur - 440001
apccfcentral- ngp-mef@gov.in

F.No. F.No. FC-IIMH-160/2019-NGP / =r4-44 Date: 30.10.2020

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Revenue and Forest Department,
Hutatma Rajguru Chowk
Madam Cama Marg
Mantralaya, Mumbai - 400032.

Sub: Diversion of 0.7605 ha Reserved Forest Land in favour of Mahanagar Gas Limited
for Laying 12" dia NB Steel and 125mm MDPE underground Pipe Line for
transportation of CNG and PNG for Mumbai and Thane consumer in Tal. &
District Thane in the State of Maharashtra- Regarding.

Sir,

The undersigned is directed to refer to State Government letter No. FLD-
1219/C.R.180/F-I0 dated 12.06.2019 and APCCF & Nodal Officer (FCA), Maharashtra
letter No. Desk-17INC/II/ID 12709/(68)/125/2019-20 dated 02.05.2019 on the above
subject seeking prior approval of the Central Government under Section-2 of the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 and Nodal Officer (FCA), Maharashtra letter no. Desk-
17INC/II/ID 12709/(68)/1962/2019-20 dated 29.02.2020 & letter No. Desk-17INC/IIIID
12709/(68)/650/2020-21 dated 21.10.2020 forwarding additional information as sought by
this Office vide letters of even number dated 26.06.2019 and 06.04.2020 and to say that
the said proposal has been examined by the Integrated Regional Office in light of relevant
provisions of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and Guidelines issued thereunder.

After careful examination of the proposal and on the basis of the recommendation of
APCCF & Nodal Officer (FCA), Maharashtra, the Central Government hereby accords
'in-principle' approval under Section - 2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for
diversion of 0.7605 ha Reserved Forest Land in favour of Mahanagar Gas Limited for
Laying 12" dia NB Steel and 125mm MDPE underground Pipe Line for transportation of
CNG and PNG for Mumbai and Thane consumer in Tal. & District Thane in the State of
Maharashtra subject to the fulfilment of the following conditions:

1. Legal status of the forest land shall remain unchanged;

ll. Compensatory afforestation:

Cost of plantation (including 'ten years maintenance) of ten times the number of
trees likely to be felled shall be levied from the User Agency towards
Compensatory Afforestation. As far as possible, a mixture of local indigenous
species along with 10% RET species of Thane District shall be planted and
monoculture of any species may be avoided;

111. The cost of compensatory afforestation at the prevailing wage rates as per
compensatory afforestation scheme and the cost of survey, demarcation and erection
of permanent pillars if required on the CA land shall be deposited in advance with the
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Forest Department by the project authority. The CA will be maintained for 10 years.
The scheme may include appropriate provision for anticipated cost increase for works
scheduled for subsequent years;

IV. NPV:

a. The State Government shall charge the Net Present Value (NPV) for the 0.7605
ha. forest area to be diverted under this proposal from the User Agency as per the
orders of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India dated 30110/2002, 01108/2003,
28/0312008, 24/0412008 and 09/05/2008 in IA No. 566 in WP (C) No. 202/1995
and as per the guidelines issued by the Ministry vide letters No. 5-111998-FC
(Pt.II) dated 18/09/2003, as well as letter No. 5-2/2006-FC dated 03110/2006 and
5-312007-FC dated 05102/2009 in this regard;

b. Additional amount of the NPV of the diverted forest land, if any, becoming due
after finalization ofthe same by the Hon'ble Supreme Court ofIndia on receipt of
the report from the Expert Committee, shall be charged by the State Government
from the User Agency. The User Agency shall furnish an undertaking to this
effect;

v. User Agency shall restrict the felling of trees to minimum number in the diverted
forest land and the trees shall be felled under the strict supervision of the State Forest
Department and the cost of felling of trees shall be deposited by the User Agency with
the State Forest Department;

VI. All the funds received from the User Agency under the project shall be transferredl
deposited to CAMP A fund only through e-portal (httpsc//parivesh. nic, in);

vu. The complete compliance of the FRA, 2006 shall be ensured by way of prescribed
certificate from the concerned District Collector;

Vlll. The pipeline shall be laid down 1.5 meter below the ground and after lying down of
pipe line the ground will be leveled.

IX. User Agency shall develop a separate nursery at one or more places to raise at least
2500 seedlings of forestry species along with bamboo, fruit bearing, medicinal,
ornamental and indigenousllocal every year. At least 50% of seedlings shall be
planted by User Agency in the vicinity of project area including forest area and for
better relation with local people residing in vicinity of proposed road, User Agency
shall voluntary distribute remaining 50% of seedlings to them free of cost. A
compliance report including species wise details of seedlings raised, location of
plantation area and details of villagers whom seedlings have been distributed need to
be prepared every six month and submitted to Regional Office of MoEF&CC;

x. The User Agency shall ensure the compliance of the conditions prescribed by the
Standing Committees of the NBWL and SBWL;

Xl. User Agency shall obtain Environmental Clearance as per the provisions of the
Environmental (Protection) Act, 1986, if applicable;

xu. The layout plan of the proposal shall not be changed without prior approval of Central
Government;

XUL No labour camp shall be established on the forest land;



XIV. Sufficient firewood, preferably the alternate fuel, shall be provided by the User
Agency to the labourer after purchasing the same from the State Forest Department or
the Forest Development Corporation or any other legal source of alternate fuel;

xv. The boundary of the diverted forest land shall be suitably demarcated on ground at the
project cost, as per the directions of the concerned Divisional Forest Officer;

XVI. No additional or new path will be constructed inside the forest area for transportation
of construction materials for execution of the project work;

XVll. The period of diversion under this approval shall be co-terminus with the period of
lease to be granted in favour of the user agency or the project life, whichever is less;

XVlll. The forest land shall not be used for any purpose other than that specified in the
project proposal;

XIX. The forest land proposed to be diverted shall under no circumstances be transferred to
any other agencies, department or person without prior approval of Govt. of India;

xx. Violation of any of these conditions will amount to violation of Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980 and action would be taken as per the MoEF&CC Guideline F. No. 11-
42/2017-FC dt 29/0112018;

XXI. Any other condition that the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change
may stipulate from time to time in the interest of conservation, protection and
development of forests & wildlife;

XXll. The compliance report shall be uploaded on e-portal (https://parivesh.nic.in/).

After receipt of a report on the compliance of conditions no iii, iv (a), vi, vii, X and
undertakings, duly authenticated by the competent authority in the State Government, in
respect of all other conditions, from the State Government, formal approval will be
considered in this regard under Section-2 ofthe Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.

This issues with the approval of Regional Officer (Central), Integrated Regional Office,
MoEF & CC, Nagpur.

Your,faithfully1
(C.B. Tashildar) -
AIGF (Central)

Copy to:
1. The PCCF (HoFF), Government of Maharashtra, Nagpur
2. The Addl. PCCF & Nodal Officer (FCA), Government of Maharashtra, Nagpur.
3. User Agency.
4. Guard File.
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(C.B. Tashildar)

AIGF (Central)
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